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represented in a series of highly unnatural postures
and situations. He appears as the religious fanatic
who peacefully subsides into scepticism, the lover
who prefers a good income to a clever woman, the
soldier who would rather dine than fight, the
statesman who secretly fears he is the kind of man
that a revolutionary mob would guillotine. In both
of these narratives Bagehot evinces an extraordinary
ability, without perversion of fact or serious omis-
sion, to keep his theme steadily and vividly before
the mind of the reader. It is perhaps to be regretted
that having written so many brief biographies, he
never attempted a more extended one.